While both legal and sociocultural understandings of property are evolving, they remain hampered by the supposedly wealth-and production-maximizing concept that property is a 'bundle of rights ,' based on the mental image of a 'bundle of sticks,' with each stick representing a different right or entitlement.
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Defining property as a set of legal rights or entitlements protected by legal and political institutions for the purpose of facilitating wealth acquisition and production is far too limited to facilitate sustainable relationships between people and their environments and among people. The 'bundle-of-rights' concept treats both the resources that are the object of private property rights and the rightsholders as disconnected from the ecological and social environments in which both exist.
An alternative concept of property is that property is a 'web of interests ,' in which interests are defined by the particular characteristics of the object of the property (including natural features and environmental carrying capacity) and by the interconnected relationships that people, entities, and institutions form with respect to the particular object. 3 This concept, previously developed in an article in the Harvard Environmental Law Review, reflects the kind of property relationships that exist in society -that is, the ways by which people form relationships with "things" (even if intangible) and with one another with respect to "things" -and the kind of relationships that exist between people and their physical and natural environments. This chapter discusses how the 'web of interests ' concept might facilitate a more ecologically and socially sustainable definition of property interests amid the realities of the interconnected environments in which property issues arise. While the concept can be applied to intellectual property, property interests in business organizations and financial investments, and other forms of property,
